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Art Auction Raises Funds, Inspires Students, Beautifies Clinics
Art enthusiasts, business leaders and friends of Family Health Centers 
of San Diego (FHCSD) gathered at the Gaslamp’s L Street Fine Art 
Gallery at the Omni Hotel on March 9 for the Hearts for Healing art 
auction, an annual event benefitting FHCSD and the Hearts for Healing 
Foundation that was promoted in collaboration with the Downtown 
San Diego Partnership. During this evening event, attendees sampled 
hors d’oeuvres, sipped wine and bid on one-of-a-kind works of art 
created by some of San Diego’s youngest artists.

This year’s theme was “Children Helping Children,” with the artwork 
of renowned artist Gerrit Greve, his teaching assistants and local 
middle school students auctioned off to raise funds for FHCSD, which 
uses the proceeds to help fund pediatric and prenatal services. FHCSD’s 
Baby Boutique, which incentivizes expectant mothers to follow through 
with important wellness appointments in exchange for items such as 
baby clothes, diapers and car seats, is another program that received 
support from the proceeds of this event. The buyers of the art were 
also encouraged to donate it back to FHCSD so artwork can beautify 
the walls of clinics across San Diego County.

In preparation for the auction, Mr. Greve and his teaching assistants 
taught art workshops for middle school students in North County 
schools and community centers participating in the Hearts for Healing 
program. The artists produced more than 200 pieces for the auction. 

Additionally, “A Day with the Artist,” which includes a gourmet 
lunch for two prepared by Mr. Greve at his Cardiff-by-the-Sea home, 
was auctioned off to the highest bidder.

“The benefits of this event are threefold,” said Fran Butler-Cohen, 
FHCSD CEO. “First, money raised from the silent auction directly 
benefits FHCSD clinics. Next, creating the art helps inspire students 
and fill their free time. Lastly, displaying artwork in our clinics has 
created a stress-relieving, healing atmosphere for patients. We are 
grateful for the collaboration of Mr. Greve and the Downtown San 
Diego Partnership on this event.”

A special thank you to Downtown San Diego Partnership, and their 
CEO Kris Michell, for their dedication to and support for this event. 
Their unwavering commitment and collaboration made a big impact 
in bringing this annual event to life. Overall, it was a successful night 
that was enjoyed by everyone who attended!

To learn more about the Hearts for Healing program, please contact 
Caroline Harrington, Development and Special Events Manager, at 
carolineh@fhcsd.org. If you are interested in contributing to 
FHCSD’s Baby Boutique program, please visit www.fhcsd.org/
baby-boutique.

Renowned artist Gerrit Greve auctioned off art for the Hearts for Healing art auction on March 9. 
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Do you have an old car, 
motorcycle, RV or boat that is 
taking up valuable space?  
Donate it to FHCSD! 
The value of your used vehicle 
will help us continue to provide 
exceptional health care to 
communities across San Diego. 
We provide a hassle-free pickup 
and are able to get the most 
value from your donated vehicle. 
Plus, your donation is 
completely tax-deductible! 
Visit www.cardonatingiseasy.org/
donate/?CharityID=321 or call 
(888) 877-4342 to learn more 
and get started today.

Double Your Impact! 
Every dollar you give to FHCSD 
may be matched by your 
employer! Check with your 
human resources department 
to see if your employer has 
a qualified matching 
donation program.

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE               www.fhcsd.org • www.facebook.com/FHCSD • @FamilyHealthSD

Fund One Year of Training for a Resident: 
Our Family Medicine Residency Training Program ensures the 
next generation of professionally trained, culturally competent 
physicians is available to handle the growing demand for health 
care services in our communities. Donations of any size help 
contribute to our goal of raising $150,000, which will fund the 
equivalent of one year of training for one resident. Learn more 
by visiting www.fhcsd.org/fund-a-resident.

Keep Our Mobile Medical Units Moving:
Since 1998, our Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) have provided 
health care to individuals at locations across San Diego County. 
Our three units serve over 3,000 men, women and children 
annually. Individuals or corporations can help sponsor these units 
by placing their name or logo on them. Learn more by visiting 
www.fhcsd.org/mmu-donations.

Contribute to Our Baby Boutique:
Our Baby Boutique lets new and expecting moms receive 
necessary baby supplies if they complete wellness checkups and 
educational classes. The easiest way to help us keep our Baby 
Boutique stocked is to make a financial contribution.
In-kind donations are also accepted. Learn more by visiting 
www.fhcsd.org/baby-boutique.

Donate to FHCSD’s 2016 Capital Campaigns Donate Your Used Vehicle
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CEO’S CORNER: an update from Fran

Did You Schedule That Tune-Up?
Family Health Centers of San 

Diego CEO Fran Butler-Cohen
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Founded in 1924 by philanthropist Ellen Browning 
Scripps, Scripps Health is a nonprofit integrated 
health system that treats more than 600,000 
patients annually. Their team is composed of 2,600 
affiliated physicians and more than 15,000 
employees who provide dedicated care at their five 
acute-care hospital campuses, hospice and 
home health care services, 28 outpatient 
centers and hundreds of physician offices 
throughout San Diego.
Scripps Health is widely recognized as a leader in 
preventive, diagnostic and treatment services, but 
many do not realize they also have a thriving 
philanthropic side.
Fortunately, we do! Scripps Health has been a 
financial supporter of Family Health Centers of San 
Diego (FHCSD) for decades. From their high-
profile sponsorship with our Spirit of the Barrio 
luncheons to their support of our Mobile Medical 
Units and community outreach programs, Scripps 

• Many people think they’re not at risk 
for colon cancer. Of course, you’re at 
risk! One in 18 people will get colon cancer 
in their lives.

• People think they don’t have any 
symptoms and don’t need to be screened. 
Of course you don’t! That’s why colon 
cancer is called the Silent Killer.  

• People think colonoscopies are too 
painful. No, they’re not! Twilight sleep 
ensures you do not remember the procedure 
and there is no pain.  

• Amazingly, the number one stated 
reason for not having a colon cancer 
screening is fear. I contend the fear of 
colon cancer should be far worse.

You take good care of that car. Now go 
schedule your own tune-up. Pick up the 
phone and make the appointment for that 
colonoscopy – and keep it.  We care, and 
we want to keep you around for many 
years to come.

Because 60% of our population has not 
had any screening for colorectal cancer 
and the screening statistics for Hispanics 
are even worse. More than 145,000 people 
in the United States are diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer each year and about 
50,000 die from it annually. Once cancer 
spreads outside the colon, the results can 
be devastating and plans to spend the 
latter years traveling, pursuing hobbies 
or having fun with the grandkids is 
irretrievably lost.

At FHCSD we are driving hard to make 
sure our patients who need colon cancer 
screening actually receive this important 
test. Since our initiative began we have 
improved screening rates in our clinics by 
over 185%!

What are the arguments for not maintaining 
your body as well as your car? 

As most Californians would agree, we 
love our cars.  We depend on them and 
need them to drive us all over the 4,526 
square miles of our county! We accept 
the fact that to stay in the driver’s seat, 
we need regularly scheduled tune-ups or 
oil changes. The question in my mind is 
why we place a higher value on maintaining 
our cars than on maintaining our bodies?  
Most people wouldn’t think about driving 
their cars without adequate tire pressure 
or driving past the 50,000 mile inspection 
point, but they ignore a simple medical 
procedure that should be done only 
every five to 10 years that can literally 
save their lives. 

Consider this: The third most common 
cancer in both men and women is colon 
cancer. This type of cancer has a 90% cure 
rate if identified in the early stages of the 
disease. Sadly, only 4 out of 10 colon 
cancer cases are identified early. Why? 

Donor Spotlight: Health’s philanthropic impact on FHCSD is as 
varied as it is generous and long-lasting.
But our relationship goes even further. Since the 
mid-1980s, FHCSD physicians have been 
credentialed at Scripps Mercy Hospital and are 
part of the medical staff there. In fact, 60% of 
annual deliveries at Scripps Mercy San Diego are 
performed by FHCSD physicians. 
Additionally, FHCSD plays an active role in the 
Scripps Health Graduate Medical Education 
Program. North Park Family Health Center’s 
pediatric clinic serves as the outpatient rotation 
site for Scripps Mercy Hospital’s pediatric 
residency program. Also, FHCSD’s Family 
Medicine Residency Training Program residents 
receive additional training at Scripps Mercy 
Hospital, which serves as an inpatient/specialty 
rotation site.
Scripps Health strives to provide services in a 
caring environment while delivering the highest 
quality health care available – principles our 
organization shares. We are honored to 
collaborate with partners such as Scripps Health 
to improve the wellbeing of our community 
every day.

Family Health Centers of San Diego is kicking off the 30th year of Spirit of the Barrio luncheons 
with our signature tamale lunch and an expert panel discussing one of the hottest topics in health 
care – the looming physician shortage – and the funding and growth of Teaching Health Centers 
as one solution to the issue. Our expert panel will feature:

•  Kevin Barnett, DrPH, MCP, a senior investigator at Oakland’s Public Health Institute. In 2015, 
Dr. Barnett and his colleague Jeff Oxendine, MBA, MPH, conducted a study for the California 
Primary Care Association that determined the need for primary care residencies in community 
health centers and medically underserved regions.

•  Chris Gordon, MD, Director of FHCSD’s Family Medicine Residency Training Program

•  Megan Hamreus, DO, Chief of Family Medicine at Scripps Mercy Hospital, one of the sites 
where FHCSD residents perform rounds 

•  Najwan Al Ani, MD, one of the first physicians to apply for FHCSD’s residency program
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Thank you, 
Dr. Seuss 
Foundation, for 
your $3,000 
donation to our 
Reach Out and 
Read program!

Don’t Miss the
Conversation 

Friday, March 18, 2016
11:30am – 1:00pm
Logan Heights
Family Health Center
To purchase tickets and 
for more information, 
visit www.fhcsd.org/spirit-
of-the-barrio. 

Fiesta
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Health Center Patrons

Thank you to all of our Spirit of the Barrio Sponsors

A.O. Reed & Co.  •  WAXIE Sanitary Supply  •  Community Health Group  •  Imaging Healthcare Specialists, LLC
Point Loma Credit Union  •  Correctional Alternatives, Inc.  •  Office Depot Business Services Division

Donate Life San Diego  •  Jani-King of California, Inc.  •  Mulvaney Barry Beatty Linn & Mayers, LLP
Downtown San Diego Partnership

Media Partners


